SOME of these Assays were published in the Times
Literary Supplement and the New Statesman, and are here
reprinted by permission. The article on English Aphorists
was written as an introduction to A Treasury of English
Aphorisms (Constable, 1928); the one on Donne's Sermons
was written for Donne's Sermons: Selected Passages
(Clarendon Press, 1920); that on Jeremy Taylor for The
Golden Grove: Selected Passages from the Sermons and
Writings of Jeremy Taylor (Clarendon Press, 1930); Fine
Writing was published as Tract XLVI of the Society for
Pure English. These Assays have been added to and, to a
large extent, rewritten for this volume.